




















SECTION 7 CESSNA
AIRPLANE & SYSTEMS DESCRIPTIONS MODEL 172P

VERTICAL SPEED INDICATOR

The vertical speed indicatordepicts airplanerateof climbordescentin
feet per minute. The pointer is actuated by atmospheric pressure changes
resulting from changes of altitude as supplied by the static source.

ALTIMETER

Airplane altitude is depicted by a barometric type altimeter. A knob
near the lower left portion of the indicator provides adjustment of the
instrument’s barometric scale to the current altimeter setting.

VACUUM SYSTEM AND INSTRUMENTS

An engine-driven vacuum system (see figure 7-9) provides the suction
necessary to operate the attitude indicator and directional indicator. The
system consists of a vacuum pump mounted on the engine, a vacuum relief
valve and vacuum system air filter on the aft side of the firewall below the
instrument panel, and instruments (including a suction gage) on the left
side of the instrument panel.

ATTITUDE INDICATOR

The attitude indicator gives a visual indication of flight attitude. Bank
attitude is presented by a pointer at the top of the indicator relative to the
bank scale which has index marks at 10°, 20°, 30°, 60°, and 90° either side of
the center mark. Pitch and roll attitudes are presented by a miniature
airplane superimposed over a symbolic horizon area divided into two
sections by a white horizon bar. The upper ""blue sky™ area and the lower
“ground” area have arbitrary pitch reference lines useful for pitch attitude
control. A knob at the bottom of the instrument is provided for in-flight
adjustment of the miniature airplane to the horizon bar for amore accurate
flight atlitude indication.

DIRECTIONAL INDICATOR

Adirectionalindicatordisplaysairplane heading onacompasscardin
relation to a fixed simulated airplane image and index. The indicator will
precess slightly over a period of time. Therefore, the compass card should
be set in accordance with the magnetic compass just prior to takeoff, and
occasionally re-adjusted on extended flights. A knob on the lower left edge
of the instrument is used to adjust the compass card to correct for
precession.
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SUCTION GAGE

The suction gage, located on the left side of the instrument panel, is
calibrated in inches of mercury and indicates suction available for
operation of the attitude and directional indicators. The desired suction
range is 4.5 to 5.4 inches of mercury. A suction reading out of this range
may indicate a system malfunction or improper adjustment, and in this
case, the indicators should not be considered reliable.

STALL WARNING SYSTEM

The airplane is equipped with a pneumatic-type stall warning system
consisting of an inlet in the leading edge of the left wing, an air-operated
horn nearthe upper left corner of the windshield, and associated plumbing.
Astheairplane approachesa stall, thelow pressure on the upper surface of
the wings moves forward around the leading edge of the wings. This low
pressure creates a differential pressure in the stall warning system which
draws air throughthe warning horn, resulting in an audible warning at 5 to
10 knots above stall in all flight conditions.

The stall warning system should be checked during the preflight
inspection by placing a clean handkerchief over the vent opening and
applying suction. A sound from the warning horn will confirm that the
system is operative.

AVIONICS SUPPORT EQUIPMENT

If the airplane is equipped with avionics, various avionics support
equipment may also be installed. Equipment available includes an avio-
nics cooling fan, microphone-headset installations and control surface
static dischargers. The following paragraphs discuss these items. Des-
cription and operation of radio equipment is covered in Section 9 of this
handbook.

AVIONICS COOLING FAN

An avionics cooling fan system is provided whenever a factory-
installed Nav/Com radio is installed. The system is designed to provide
internal cooling air from a small electric fan to the avionics units and
thereby eliminate the possibility of moisture contamination using an
external cooling air source.

Power to the electric fan is supplied directly from a “pull-off” type
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circuit breaker labeled STROBE, AVN FAN, located on the left switch and
control panel. Hence, power is supplied to the fan anytime the master
switch is ON. This arrangement provides air circulation through the
radios to remove a possible heat soak condition before the radios are
turned on after engine start. It is recommended that the circuit breaker be
left ON except during periods of lengthy maintenance with the master
switch ON.

MICROPHONE-HEADSET INSTALLATIONS

Three types of microphone-headset installations are offered. The
standard system provided with avionics equipment includes a hand-held
microphone and separate headset. The keying switch for this microphone
is on the microphone. Two optional microphone-headset installations are
also available; these feature a single-unit microphone-headset combina-
tion which permits the pilot or front passenger to conduct radio communi-
cations without interrupting other control operations to handle a hand-
held microphone. One microphone-headset combination is a lightweight
type without a padded headset and the other version has a padded headset.
The microphone-headset combinations utilize a remote keying switch
located on the left grip of the pilot’s control wheel and, if an optional
intercom system is installed, a second switch on the right grip of the front
passenger's control wheel. The microphone and headset jacks are located
on the lower left and right sides of the instrument panel. Audio to all three
headsets is controlled by the individual audio selector switches and
adjusted for volume level by using the selected receiver volume controls.

NOTE

When transmitting, with the hand-held microphone, the
pilot should key the microphone, place the microphone as
close as possible to the lips and speak directly into it.

STATIC DISCHARGERS

If frequent IFR flights are planned, installation of wick-type static
dischargers is recommended to improve radio communications during
flight through dust or various forms of precipitation (rain, snow or ice
crystals). Under these conditions, the build-up and discharge of static
electricity from the trailing edges of the wings, rudder, elevator, propeller
tips and radio antennas can result in loss of usable radio signals on all
communications and navigation radio equipment. Usually the ADF isfirst
to be affected and VHF communication equipment is the last tobe affected.

Installation of static dischargers reduces interference from precipita-
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tion static, but it is possible to encounter severe precipitation static
conditions which might cause the loss of radio signals, even with static
dischargers installed. Whenever possible, avoid known severe precipita-
tion areas to prevent loss of dependable radio signals. If avoidance is
impractical, minimize airspeed and anticipate temporary loss of radio
signals while in these areas.
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